
My Dear Friends of St. Lawrence, 
 

May God bless you! 
 

I pray that this message finds you all well and healthy! 

 

I have received many a message from you, and I thank you for sharing your 
insights with me regarding the horrific pandemic of Covid-19 and how it 
relates to your faith.  Your replies have brought additional enlightenment to 
my own understanding of the philosophical question of suffering, and for that, 
I thank you!!!  I have not replied to your responses individually because I'm 
still waiting to get a firmer grasp of everything that's unfolding.  But trust me, 
I cherish your comments and I invite you to share further! 

 

Some of you have inquired as to whether or not I will be live-streaming Masses 
here at St. Lawrence.  Due to the fact that there are literally thousands of 
churches live-streaming their Masses across the globe (all of which can be 
'googled'), I have chosen to decline from doing so for the following 
reason(s):  first and foremost, I am trying my hardest to keep our electric bills 
to an absolute minimum and broadcasting messages from our pretty little 
church would mean the necessity of turning on lights and other such utilities 
which is not a luxury we can presently afford.  Furthermore, while celebrating 
Mass in an empty arena is something I have been doing on a daily basis to 
honor intentions, I found found this to be downright depressing.  Yes, I 
absolutely do celebrate Mass on a daily basis, but I refrain from preaching, 
because it seems rather silly to preach to myself.  Bear in mind that everything 
I do in the church is done in absolute darkness so as to conserve 
energy.  Through the goodness of Christine Smith, you have been receiving 
websites where you can attend virtual Masses.  Also, many churches provide 
musical accompaniment and as a result of resources we do not have, can 
afford to offer more liturgical beauty and richness. 
 

In the effort of conserving energy, I have already shared with the Finance 
Council (and now, with all of you) that I shower only on a 2-3-day basis ... 
given the "social distancing" mandate, I'm sure that the only living being I'm 
affecting with my foul odor is my cat - and she cannot complain.  Also, because 
it is only I, and I alone in the parish rectory, I am doing my hardest to reduce 
the flushing of toilets - it it gross and disgusting, yes, but again, it's just me 
here, so I don't mind making that very, very small sacrifice.  Furthermore, I 
have never used parish funds to purchase food, nor will I ever.  Technically, 
the parish is responsible for feeding its priests, but my thought has always 
been that so long as I am asking all of you for money, then it is only just that I 



lead by example.  For this reason, you have never paid for single calorie, and 
pandemic, or no pandemic, this will never change for as long as God allows me 
to remain here in Weehawken as your Pastor.  I am not writing any of this to 
gain sympathy or admiration, because I know that all of you are making hefty 
sacrifices.  I just want you to know that Stewardship is about Time, Talent and 
Treasure - while I cannot offer you my "time or talent" at this time, I continue 
to offer you my "treasure" - not by what I give, but what I withhold from the 
financial burden of the parish - addition by subtraction. 
 

Kindly know, one and all, that St. Lawrence's expenses are not being met 
during this pandemic ... surprise, surprise ... obviously, so, so many of you are 
struggling to remain financially afloat during these hard times.  For this 
reason, it would be unconscionable of me to ask for an increase in your weekly 
offerings.  Countless people across the world have lost their jobs and the whole 
notion of "how will I provide for my family?" has become all too real.  This is a 
very sad reality.  Our economy is taking a major blow and as a result, revenue 
is decreasing drastically.  For this reason, I am not asking you to give more, 
because GOD PROVIDES and He will CONTINUE to provide during this 
crisis.  Whatever money you can afford to donate, is fine.  My one and ONLY 
concern is that you remain safe and continue to adhere to the ongoing practice 
of social distancing.  Once Corona Virus becomes something of the past (and it 
will) and your employment statuses are again on the upswing, then I will ask 
you for more financial support.  In the meantime, I wish to thank you, from 
the bottom of my heart, for sending in your envelopes and for responding to 
the "Go Fundme" page.  Some of your individual donations have been 
particularly generous and mere words cannot adequately express my 
gratitude! 
 

Please stay safe and keep praying - we will all get through this and we will 
prevail! 
 

God bless you and Mary keep you! 
 

Love, 
~Fr. Eric 

 


