ST LAWRENCE

January 6, 2019

Feast of the Epiphany

J A N U A R Y 6 , 2 019
THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

S U N D AY R E F L E C T I O N
Lord God of heaven and earth,
you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star.
Bless this home and all who inhabit it.
Fill us with the light of Christ
That our concern for others may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Parish Info
Contact Details

22 Hackensack Ave Weehawken NJ 07086
201-863-6464
PASTOR
Fr Eric Fuchs
freric@stlweehawken.com
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
& PARISH SECRETARY
Christine Smith
reled@stlweehawken.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Thursday

The Feast

9 AM to 2 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Sundays at 1:30 PM. Please call the Parish Office to
make arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements
as soon as possible to insure time for adequate
preparation for this Sacrament. Fr. Eric looks
forward to helping you prepare for your wedding
day and marriage.

BLESSING OF YOUR MARRIAGE

If you have been married civilly or in another
religious tradition, and would like to have your
marriage blessed in the Roman Catholic Church,
please speak to Fr Eric for more information.

RECURRING EVENTS
Prayer Group - Mondays at 6:30 pm
in the Parish Center.
AA Meeting - Mondays at 7 pm
in the Parish Center.
Coffee Socials- after 10:30am and
12 noon Masses every Sunday.

Enroll in Faith Direct!
ENROLLMENT

Creating an account is
simple. You can enroll
online or by mail, so you can
give to your church in a way
that works best for you.

GIVING OPTIONS

Give to any collection
offered by your church;
choose your credit/debit
card or a bank account for
payment. Schedule monthly
recurring gifts or make a
one-time gift anytime.

ENROLL ONLINE TODAY AT

WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET !

Parish Code: NJ670

of

the Epiphany
Oftentimes we hear things and don't really understand them. Here
are 10 facts about the history and meaning of Three Kings Day.

1. What is the Epiphany? Epiphany, or the 12th day of Christmas, falls on January 6 and
marks the official end to the festive season for many Christians.

2. The ancient Christian feast day is significant as a celebration of the baptism of Jesus by
John the Baptist, as well as a more general celebration of his birth.

3. The six Sundays which follow Epiphany are known as the time of manifestation.
4. The Twelfth Night (Epiphany) also marks a visit to the baby Jesus by The Magi, (the

three Kings, or Wise Men). The word 'Epiphany' comes from Greek and means 'manifestation'.
It celebrates 'the revelation of God in his Son as human in Jesus Christ'.

5. In the West, Christians began celebrating the Epiphany in the 4th century, associating it
with the visit of the Wise Men to Jesus.

6.

The three kings - named Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar - followed the star of
Bethlehem to meet the baby Jesus. According to Matthew 2:11, they offered symbolic gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh.

7. The gifts were symbolic of the importance of Jesus' birth, the gold representing his
royal standing; frankincense his divine birth; and myrrh his mortality.

8. During the medieval period, Christmas was celebrated for the 12 days from Christmas
Eve on December 24, until the Epiphany. Even up until the 19th century, January 6 was as big
a celebration as Christmas Day.

9. For many Protestant churches, the season of Epiphany extends from January 6 until

Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. The last Sunday of the Epiphany is celebrated as
Transfiguration Sunday. Others, including the Catholic church, observe Epiphany as a single
day. Some Catholic dioceses in the US mark the Epiphany feast on the Sunday after January 6.
Orthodox Christians, however, celebrate the holiday on January 19 each year.

10.

Across the world, the day's festivities vary. In the Spanish speaking world Epiphany is
known as Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings' Day). In Mexico, for instance, crowds gather to taste
the Rosca de Reyes - Kings' bread. In other countries, a Jesus figurine is hidden in the bread.

Why We Worship
There is a Latin maxim that addresses the
centrality of worship in the life, identity and
mission of the Catholic Church; Lex Orandi, Lex
Credendi. The phrase in Latin literally means
the law of prayer (“the way we worship”)
is the law of belief (“what we believe”). It
is sometimes expanded to lex orandi, lex
credendi, lex vivendi, further deepening the
implications of this truth – how we worship
reflects what we believe and determines how
we will live our lives.
The Catholic Church has long understood the
importance of formal worship when Christians
gather together. The early Church took their
times of formal worship quite seriously. Any
study of our tradition shows formal worship
present in the writings of the first few
centuries such as the Didache (the teaching of
the twelve). Liturgy was not a later addition,
but was at the very heart of the early church
and her worship.
How we worship reveals and guards what
we believe and guides us living our Christian
life. We were made to worship and as we
worship we are transformed. Worship helps us
comprehend and fulfill our Christian mission
in the world by manifesting the continuing
presence of the Risen Jesus Christ in the heart
of the Church, which is His Body. Liturgical
worship is not an “add on” for a Catholic
Christian. It is the foundation of Catholic
identity; expressing our highest purpose.
The word liturgy actually means the work
of the faithful. Worship reveals what we
truly believe and how we view ourselves in
relationship to God, one another and the
world into which we are sent to carry forward
the redemptive mission of Jesus Christ. When
we read the last book of the Bible, the Book of
Revelation, we are presented with a vision of
worship in heaven, it is profoundly liturgical.

None of this is meant to say that informal
worship is not important. There are many ways
to worship the Lord privately and in groups.
However, how the Church worships when
she gathers for formal Liturgy is a prophetic
witness to the truth of what she professes.
Good worship becomes a dynamic means of
drawing the entire human community into
the fullness of life in Jesus Christ. It attracts –
through beauty to Beauty. Liturgical worship
informs and transforms the person and the
worshipping community which participates
in it. There is reciprocity between worship and
life.
It is hoped that in every parish, the faithful
experience vibrant, symbolic, faithful, richly
liturgical, devout fullness of Catholic worship,
faith and life. The Sunday Experience is the
most important thing a parish does every
week – everything else is extra.
Pope Benedict XVI once wrote, “Worship
cannot come from our imagination: that
would be a cry in the darkness or mere selfaffirmation. True liturgy supposes that God
responds and shows us how we can adore
Him. The Church lives in His presence – and its
reason for being and existing is to expand His
presence in the world.”
“Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi. Lex Vivendi“. As we
worship, so we will believe – and so we will live
our lives in the Lord for the sake of the world.

Come worship with us – it
will truly change your life!
[Based in part on: http://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/
catholicbychoice/2011/02/catholics-and-worship-as-weworship-so-we-believe-and-so-we-live.html]

Are you a registered parishioner? Is your
registration information up to date?
Please visit our website
www.stlweehawken.com
and complete or update the registration page or to receive information
on parish and community opportunities and events!

WEEK of JANUARY 6 - JANUARY 12, 2019
Sanctuary Candle in Memory of Lorraine Napolione
Requested by Lisa Napolione
Please call the Parish Office to request a Sanctuary Candle
and/or Bread and Wine in memory of a loved one.

Mass Schedule
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday
Sunday

6 PM
8 AM (no music) g 10:30 AM g 12 PM

St Jude Prayer after the Sunday noon Mass

DAILY MASS

Tuesday

Thursday

Mass 9:30 AM

The Weekday Mass also serves as Funeral Mass as needed.
No Daily Mass on Mondays, Fridays or Saturdays unless a
funeral is requested.
Other Daily Masses available in the Deanery:
Monday Friday
St Ann
7 AM
St Francis
Monday Friday
8 AM
St Peter & Paul Tuesday Friday
12:10 PM
OLG
12:30 PM
Monday Friday
OLG
7PM
Monday Thursday

Mass Intentions
This Week's Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 5
6:00 pm
† George Edwards
Sunday, January 6
8:00 am
† Anne Fredericks
10:30 am † Deceased members of
the DeMuro Family
12:00 pm † Intention of Priest
Tuesday, January 8
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest
Wednesday, January 9
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest
Thursday, January 10
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest
Saturday, January 12
6:00 pm
† Intention of Priest
Sunday, January 13
8:00 am
Gould Family
10:30 am † Nancy and Jim Ward
12:00 pm † Carol Hubbard

Due to low attendance, we will not have
a 9:30 am Mass on Saturdays.

THE 2019 MASS BOOK IS OPEN.
Mass intentions are available for future
Masses. Parishioners can check the 2018/19
Parish Calendar for the availability of a
Mass Intention before calling the office.

www.stlweehawken.com
Simply click on the Discover tab and
go to the Parish Calendar and click on
a particular Mass time. It will display
if there is an Intention set or not.
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