
S U N D AY  R E F L E C T I O N

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan 

and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, solemnly declared him your beloved Son, 

grant that your children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may 

always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

J A N U A R Y  13 ,  2 019
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Religious Education NEWS!
ENROLLMENT 
Creating an account is 
simple. You can enroll 
online or by mail, so you can 
give to your church in a way 
that works best for you.

GIVING OPTIONS
Give to any collection 
offered by your church; 
choose your credit/debit 
card or a bank account for 
payment. Schedule monthly 
recurring gifts or make a 
one-time gift anytime.

ENROLL ONLINE TODAY AT
WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET !

Parish Code: NJ670

Parish Info
Contact Details
22 Hackensack Ave Weehawken NJ 07086

201-863-6464
PASTOR
Fr Eric Fuchs
freric@stlweehawken.com 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
& PARISH SECRETARY
Christine Smith 
reled@stlweehawken.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday                         9 AM to  2 PM 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Sundays at 1:30 PM. Please call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Please call the Parish Office to make an 
appointment.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
as soon as possible to insure time for adequate 
preparation for this Sacrament. Fr. Eric looks 
forward to helping you prepare for your wedding 
day and marriage. 

BLESSING OF YOUR MARRIAGE
If you have been married civilly or in another 
religious tradition, and would like to have your 
marriage blessed in the Roman Catholic Church, 
please speak to Fr Eric for more information. 

Enroll in Faith Direct!

RECURRING EVENTS
Prayer Group - Mondays at 6:30 pm 

in the Parish Center.
AA Meeting - Mondays at 7 pm 

in the Parish Center. 
Coffee Socials- after 10:30am and 

12 noon Masses every Sunday.
Please call the Parish Office to request a Sanctuary Candle 

and/or Bread and Wine in memory of a loved one.

Reminder - There will be NO class on Sunday, January 20. 

Our Family Mass is on January 27th and will be hosted by the 6th Grade class.  

Dear Parishioners,
As we officially conclude the Season of Christmas this Sunday, I wish to thank each and 
everyone of you for your very generous contributions to St. Lawrence Church!  I remain 
extremely humbled not only by your giving, but by your enthusiastic response to the 
beautiful celebration of the Christmas liturgies.  By far, this was one of the greatest 
experiences I ever had as Pastor, and I have all of you to thank for that!  

I wish to single-out Seth Price, our wonderful Director of Music, for his coordination, effort 
and talent.  I also wish to thank Therese, Vivian and Philomena for their contribution to 
our worship environment, as well, as to Christine Smith, who did so much to ensure that 
everything came together so smoothly.  Furthermore, to all of you who gave so selflessly 
to the cause of our Giving Tree, please know how much the recipients of your generosity 
appreciated your Christmas Spirit!

I pray that the miracle of Christmas may remain in your hearts 
for months to come and that we may continue to do great things 

here for the sake of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  

Love,
Fr. Eric

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PASTOR

Thanks 
and 

Blessings!

Our remodeled event space is clean, glowing 
and available for rental by both parishioners 
and the public!  This flexible space is perfect 
for meetings, Mommy-and-Me groups, office 
space for entrepreneurs, and much more!

Contact Elizabeth Ertel coordinator@
stlweehawken.com for more information!

Parish Hall Rental

2019 Calendars are available in Church and in the Parish office.



WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday                      6 PM 
Sunday                          8 AM (no music)  g  10:30 AM    g   12 PM 

DAILY MASS
Tuesday        Thursday Mass 9:30 AM

Other Daily Masses available in the Deanery:
St Ann
St Francis
St Peter & Paul
OLG
OLG

Monday        Friday
Monday        Friday
Tuesday        Friday
Monday        Friday
Monday        Thursday

7 AM
8 AM

12:10 PM
12:30 PM

7PM

The Weekday Mass also serves as Funeral Mass as needed. 
No Daily Mass on Mondays, Fridays or Saturdays unless a 
funeral is requested.

This Week's Mass Intentions
Saturday,  January 12 
6:00 pm  † Intention of Priest

Sunday,  January 13
8:00 am                 Gould Family
10:30 am † Nancy and Jim Ward
12:00 pm   † Carol Hubbard 

Tuesday,  January 15 
9:30 am                  For the Recovery of illness of 
      Annette Lauricella

Wednesday,  January 16
9:30 am              †  Intention of Priest

Thursday,  January 17
9:30 am  † Intention of Priest

Saturday,  January 19 
6:00 pm     For the Recovery of illness of  
     Maureen Edwards
Sunday,  January 20
8:00 am                 Lorgan Family
10:30 am † Rudy & Carla Testa
12:00 pm   † MaryAnn Dunlea

St Jude Prayer after the Sunday noon Mass

Mass Schedule

Mass Intentions

THE 2019 MASS BOOK IS OPEN.

Mass intentions are available for future 
Masses.  Parishioners can check the 2018/19 

Parish Calendar for the availability of a 
Mass Intention before calling the office. 

www.stlweehawken.com
Simply click on the Discover tab and 

go to the Parish Calendar and click on 
a particular Mass time. It will display 

if there is an Intention set or not.

Due to low attendance, we will not have 
a 9:30 am Mass on Saturdays.

The Feast of The Baptism 
of Our Lord

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the 
Precursor, proposes the contemplation of an already adult Jesus. 
This mystery is infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the Lord’s 
birth and the Epiphany that we have just celebrated, as in some 
ways it takes up and represents their significance to us.

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. 
In the 4th century, the Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding of the faith with 
regard to the Christmas mystery in the light of Jesus’ Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation 
of the Word already working like the ‘Christification’ of that humanity that he had assumed 
from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the Christ from the first instant of conception 
in Mary’s spotless womb because He Himself, with His Divine Power, consecrated, anointed and 
‘Christified’ that human nature with which He became incarnate.

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s manifestation to all nations that 
was represented by the Magi, the wise men from the East, who came to adore the Child.

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again encounter and 
represent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation and His manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ 
Baptism is in fact His definitive manifestation as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and as the 
Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the dimension of the Epiphany which was 
His manifestation to all nations. The Father’s voice from heaven shows that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the eternal Son and the descent of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian 
nature of the Christian God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, shows 
Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of ‘Christification,’ Jesus of 
Nazareth’s spiritual anointing, His presentation as the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah 
or the One sent by the Father for the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus 
shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ of Jesus’ humanity that the 
Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, 
from the very beginning, was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His one, true 
humanity, that which is perfect in every way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew in natural 
and supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with 
God and with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age, one reached full maturity and therefore 
could become a master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit, descending and remaining on Him, 
definitively consecrated His whole being as the Christ.

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted over the waters 
during the first creation (Gen 1:2). Therefore, the Baptism in the Jordan presents yet another 
truth: that Jesus has started a new creation. He is the second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 
Cor 15:45), that comes to repair the first Adam’s guilt. He does this as the Lamb of God that takes 
away our sins.

 ‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross and Resurrection, the Christian 
people realised what happened: Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s 

guilt upon His shoulders; he bore it down into the depths of the Jordan. He 
inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the place of sinners’ 

(Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Bloomsbury 2007, p 18). 

Excerpted from the Congregation for the Clergy 
via www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2019-01-13




