ST LAWRENCE

December 9, 2018

Second Sunday of Advent

D E C E M B E R 9 , 2 018
2 ND S U N D AY

OF ADVENT

“And this is my prayer: that your
love may increase ever more and
more in knowledge and every kind
of perception, to discern what is
of value…” PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10

S U N D AY R E F L E C T I O N

Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship values and distort
our needs and wants. It is important that during this season of endless
buying we remember that each of us also has the need to give back to God
and to those that are in need.

Parish Info
Contact Details

22 Hackensack Ave Weehawken NJ 07086
201-863-6464
PASTOR
Fr Eric Fuchs
freric@stlweehawken.com
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
& PARISH SECRETARY
Christine Smith
reled@stlweehawken.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Thursday

The Second
Sunday
of

ADVENT

9 AM to 2 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Sundays at 1:30 PM. Please call the Parish Office to
make arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements
as soon as possible to insure time for adequate
preparation for this Sacrament. Fr. Eric looks
forward to helping you prepare for your wedding
day and marriage.

BLESSING OF YOUR MARRIAGE

If you have been married civilly or in another
religious tradition, and would like to have your
marriage blessed in the Roman Catholic Church,
please speak to Fr Eric for more information.

RECURRING EVENTS
Prayer Group - Mondays at 6:30 pm
in the Parish Center.
AA Meeting - Mondays at 7 pm
in the Parish Center.
Coffee Socials- after 10:30am and
12 noon Masses every Sunday.

Parish Hall Rental
Our remodeled event space is clean, glowing
and available for rental by both parishioners
and the public! This flexible space is perfect
for meetings, Mommy-and-Me groups, office
space for entrepreneurs, and much more!
Contact Elizabeth Ertel coordinator@
stlweehawken.com for more information!

Be Sure to check out
our Parish Facebook page for all
the latest news and happenings!

St Lawrence
RC Church

What is Advent?
The word ‘Advent' is from the Latin ‘Adventus,'
which means ‘coming.' Advent is the beginning
of a new liturgical year (in the Western
churches), and encompasses the span of time
from the fourth Sunday before Christmas, until
the Nativity of Our Lord is celebrated. The first
Sunday of Advent is the Sunday nearest the feast
of St Andrew the Apostle (which is November
30), and so it will always fall somewhere
between November 27 at the earliest and
December 3 at the latest. The liturgical color
for this season is purple (Usually a deep purple
as opposed to the lighter, red-violet shade of
purple associated with Lent).
Like Lent, Advent is a preparatory season. It has
significance because it is a season of looking
forward and waiting for something greater;
both for the annual celebration of the event of
Christ's birth, and for the time when Christ will
come again.
As noted in the New Catholic Encyclopedia,
during Advent, the faithful are asked:
to prepare themselves worthily to
celebrate the anniversary of the Lord's
coming into the world as the incarnate
God of love,
thus to make their souls fitting abodes
for the Redeemer coming in Holy
Communion and through grace, and
thereby to make themselves ready for
His final coming as judge, at death and at
the end of the world.

Origin and History of Advent
The exact time when the season of Advent
came to be celebrated is not precisely known.
Of course, it was not in practice before the
celebration of the Nativity and Christmastide
began; the earliest evidence shows that the
feast of the Nativity of Our Lord was established
within the later part of the 4th century.
There are homilies from the 5th century that
discuss preparation in a general sense, but
do not indicate an official liturgical season. A

Synod held in 590 established that Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from November 11th
until the Nativity would be offered according to
the Lenten rite. This and other traditions, such
as fasting, show that the period of time now
established as the Advent season was more
penitential (similar to Lent) than the liturgical
season as we know it today.
A collection of homilies from Pope St Gregory
the Great (whose papacy was from 590-604)
included a sermon for the second Sunday of
Advent, and by 650 Spain was celebrating the
Sundays (five at the time) of Advent. So it seems
the liturgical season was established around
the latter part of the 6th century and first half of
the 7th century. For the next couple of centuries,
Advent was celebrated for five Sundays; Pope
Gregory VII, who was pope from 1073-85,
reduced the number to four Sundays.

Advent Today

The themes and traditions of the Advent
season have evolved throughout the history of
the liturgical season. As mentioned, the early
Advent season was mainly penitential, close
to the theme of the Lenten season. Today a
penitential theme still exists, but it is not as
intense as in 7th century. Also, it is blended with
the theme of prayerful, spiritual preparation for
the second and final coming of the Lord, as well
as the joyful preparation for the annual festive
remembrance of the Incarnation and Christ's
birth.
In recent decades, a trend of wearing blue
vestments rather than purple during Advent has
emerged. However, purple is the appropriate
vestment color, as noted in paragraph 346 of the
General Instruction of the Roman Missal, in the
section which discusses the prescribed colors
for liturgical vestments:
Violet or purple is used in Advent and Lent. It
may also be worn in Offices and Masses for
the Dead. Rose may be used, where it is the
practice, on Gaudete Sunday (Third Sunday of
Advent) and on Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday
of Lent).

Christmas Giving Tree
Please take a tag off the "Giving Tree", buy the
specified item and return your gift unwrapped
in a gift bag with the tag attached.
We need your gifts no later than Sunday,
December 16 following all the Masses.
You can also bring your gifts to the Parish
Center during office hours. For more
information, email Christine Smith at
reled@stlweehawken.com.

Christmas blessings to
you and your family!
REMINDER: Please call the Parish Office
to request a Sanctuary Candle and/or Bread
and Wine in memory of a loved one.

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM
The Parish Family of Saint Lawrence
welcomes into the Catholic faith

Ava Grace Owens

HOBOKEN CATHOLIC
YOUTH MINISTRY (HCYM)
The Hoboken Catholic Youth Ministry is
a new youth group targeting high-school
aged parishioners from the 5 Hoboken area
churches in the community, including St.
Ann's. Teens in grades 9-12 are invited to join
for faith, fun and fellowship on December
17th from 7 pm- 9 pm at St. Francis Parish
Center, 310 Jefferson Street, Hoboken.

Dinner will be served!

Mass Schedule
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

9:30 AM g 6 PM
8 AM (no music) g 10:30 AM g 12 PM

Saturday
Sunday

At the conclusion of each Saturday morning
Mass, there will be Eucharistic Adoration
for one hour, followed by Benediction.

St Jude Prayer after the Sunday noon Mass

DAILY MASS

Tuesday

Thursday

Mass 9:30 AM

The Weekday Mass also serves as Funeral Mass as needed.
No Daily Mass on Mondays, Fridays or Saturdays unless a
funeral is requested.
Other Daily Masses available in the Deanery:
St Ann
Monday Friday
7 AM
St Francis
Monday Friday
8 AM
St Peter & Paul Tuesday Friday
12:10 PM
OLG
12:30 PM
Monday Friday
OLG
7PM
Monday Thursday

Mass Intentions
This Week's Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 8 Immaculate Conception
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest
6:00 pm
† Intention of Priest
Sunday, December 9
8:00 am
† Jayden Thomas O'Connor

10:30 am
12:00 pm

† Nicholas & Teresa Medici
† Thomas Cheplic

Tuesday, December 11
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest

Next Meeting
DECEMBER 17TH
from 7 pm- 9 pm

Religious Education NEWS!
The 7th Grade will host our Family Mass on DECEMBER 16TH

Announcements
Wintertide: A Celebration of the Season Celebrate the Season of Giving

Wednesday, December 12
9:30 am

† Rose Avoletta

Thursday, December 13
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest
Saturday, December 15
9:30 am
† Intention of Priest
6:00 pm
† Intention of Priest
Sunday, December 16
8:00 am
† Anne Fredericks

10:30 am
12:00 pm

† Intention of Priest
† Nicola & Amedeo Squeo

THE 2019 MASS BOOK IS OPEN.

by supporting Family Promise of Hudson County! Wintertide: A Celebration of the Season promises to
be a one-of-a kind concert led by American musician and band leader, Jeremy Beck. Proceeds from the
event will benefit Family Promise of Hudson County. Wintertide will be held on Thursday, December 13
at St. Ann Catholic Church (704 Jefferson Street, Hoboken) at 8 pm, with a reception following. Tickets
can be purchased by calling (201) 659-1114. For additional info, visit www.familypromisehudson.org/event.

Mass intentions are available for future
Masses. Parishioners can check the 2018/19
Parish Calendar for the availability of a
Mass Intention before calling the office.

Candlelight Carol Sing The 48th annual Candlelight Carol Sing will be held at

Simply click on the Discover tab and
go to the Parish Calendar and click on
a particular Mass time. It will display
if there is an Intention set or not.

the Cathedral Basilica on Wednesday, December 12th and Thursday, December 13th, at 8 pm (two
performances). Doors open at 7 pm both nights. Christmas music in nine languages will be sung by the
Cathedral Choir with the assembly and will be accompanied by the great Cathedral organs and brass
ensemble. Free-will donation. For more info call 973-484-2400, or visit: www.cathedralbasilica.org

www.stlweehawken.com

