
D E C E M B E R  3 0 ,  2 018

S U N D AY  R E F L E C T I O N
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are.” - 1 John 3:1

During this season of giving, let us remember the most important gift we have 
received – being children of God. As God's children, it's important that we express 
our love for others as well. Tell your spouse, children and other family members 
and friends that you love them, frequently.

T H E  F E A S T  O F  T H E  H O LY  FA M I LY

ST LAWRENCE
December 30, 2018 Feast of the Holy Family



ENROLLMENT 
Creating an account is 
simple. You can enroll 
online or by mail, so you can 
give to your church in a way 
that works best for you.

GIVING OPTIONS
Give to any collection 
offered by your church; 
choose your credit/debit 
card or a bank account for 
payment. Schedule monthly 
recurring gifts or make a 
one-time gift anytime.

ENROLL ONLINE TODAY AT
WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET !

Parish Code: NJ670

Parish Info
Contact Details
22 Hackensack Ave Weehawken NJ 07086

201-863-6464
PASTOR
Fr Eric Fuchs
freric@stlweehawken.com 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
& PARISH SECRETARY
Christine Smith 
reled@stlweehawken.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday                         9 AM to  2 PM 

RECURRING EVENTS
No Prayer Group  on 12/31 

No AA Meeting  on 12/31

No Coffee Social this week.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Sundays at 1:30 PM. Please call the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
as soon as possible to insure time for adequate 
preparation for this Sacrament. Fr. Eric looks 
forward to helping you prepare for your wedding 
day and marriage. 

BLESSING OF YOUR MARRIAGE
If you have been married civilly or in another 
religious tradition, and would like to have your 
marriage blessed in the Roman Catholic Church, 
please speak to Fr Eric for more information. 

Enroll in Faith Direct!

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is a liturgical celebration 
observed on January 1st. It is a holy day of obligation for Catholics, 
meaning that Mass attendance is required.
The use of the word “Solemnity” here is a designation used for certain days within the liturgical 
(church-based) calendar of the Church. Solemnities are the highest rank of liturgical celebration, 
higher than feast days or memorials. By celebrating a solemnity dedicated to Mary’s motherhood, 
the Church highlights the significance of her part in the life of Jesus, and emphasizes that He is 
both human and divine.

Jesus’ nature as both and equally human and divine is something we may take for granted 
today. But back in the early days of the church, this dogma of our faith was hotly debated. In 
431 A.D. during the Council of Ephesus, the title of “Mary Mother of God,” in Greek “Theotokus,” 
was defended and defined against the heresy of Nestorius. Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, 
refuted the title of “Theotokus” claiming that Christ had two loosely united natures, and therefore, 
Mary was only the mother of the human part of Him.

Catholic theologians rejected this claim, and defined that Christ indeed has two natures, a divine 
nature and a human nature definitely united in one divine person, and since Christ’s two natures 
form one single person, Mary is the mother of the whole Person of Christ.

Therefore, Mary can be properly called “Mother of God,” not in the sense that she came before God 
or is the source of God, but in the sense that the Person that she bore in her womb is indeed true 
God and true man.

The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God falls exactly one week after Christmas, the end of the octave 
of Christmas. It is fitting to honor Mary as Mother of Jesus, following the birth of Christ.

When Catholics celebrate the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God we are not only honoring Mary, 
who was chosen among all women throughout history to bear God incarnate, but we are also 
honoring our Lord, who is fully God and fully human.

Calling Mary "mother of God" is the highest honor we can give Mary. Just as Christmas honors 
Jesus as the "Prince of Peace," the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God honors Mary as the "Queen 
of Peace."

Pope Paul VI, in his apostolic exhortation Marialis Cultus (1974), called the Solemnity of Mary “a 
fitting occasion for renewing adoration of the newborn Prince of Peace, for listening once more 
to the glad tidings of the angels (cf.Lk 2:14), and for imploring from God, through the Queen of 
Peace, the supreme gift of peace.”

The 
Solemnity 

of 
Mary

Please Note: The Parish Office 
will be CLOSED on Tuesday, January 1 

and Thursday, January 3.

TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 1, 2019

Mass at 9:30 am
Holy Day of Obligation



WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday                         9:30 AM   g  6 PM 
Sunday                          8 AM (no music)  g  10:30 AM    g   12 PM 

DAILY MASS
Tuesday        Thursday Mass 9:30 AM

Other Daily Masses available in the Deanery:
St Ann
St Francis
St Peter & Paul
OLG
OLG

Monday        Friday
Monday        Friday
Tuesday        Friday
Monday        Friday
Monday        Thursday

7 AM
8 AM

12:10 PM
12:30 PM

7PM

The Weekday Mass also serves as Funeral Mass as needed. 
No Daily Mass on Mondays, Fridays or Saturdays unless a 
funeral is requested.

This Week's Mass Intentions
Saturday,  December 29  
9:30 am  †  Intention of Priest
6:00 pm  †  Intention of Priest

Sunday,  December 30  Feast of the Holy Family
8:00 am            †  Rita M. Owens
10:30 am      Arturo Vargas (Living)
12:00 pm   † Intention of Priest 

Tuesday,  January 1  Solemnity of Mary
9:30 am            †  Intention of Priest

Wednesday,  January 2
9:30 am              †  Intention of Priest

Thursday,  January 3
9:30 am  † Vincent Giusto 

Saturday,  January 5 
6:00 pm  † George Edwards

Sunday,  January 6
8:00 am            † Anne Fredricks 
10:30 am † Deceased members of 
     the DeMuro Family 
12:00 pm   † Intention of Priest 

St Jude Prayer after the Sunday noon Mass

Mass Schedule

Mass Intentions

THE 2019 MASS BOOK IS OPEN.

Mass intentions are available for future 
Masses.  Parishioners can check the 2018/19 

Parish Calendar for the availability of a 
Mass Intention before calling the office. 

www.stlweehawken.com
Simply click on the Discover tab and 

go to the Parish Calendar and click on 
a particular Mass time. It will display 

if there is an Intention set or not.

5. Educate yourself
Proverbs 1:5 says, "Let the wise listen and learn 
yet more, and a person of discernment will 
acquire the art of guidance."

Educating yourself can mean you go back to 
school, delve deeper in The Holy Scriptures or 
simply doing a little research online to better 
understand what is happening around the 
world and why. Understanding the world, even 
its horrors, can help you understand what you 
need to pray for, and for some it can open the 
door to a ministry you didn’t even know you 
were meant to enter.

4. Learn to listen
Listening and patience go hand-in-hand. 
Learning to listen, rather than merely being 
present, can make a world of difference both 
to you and the person or people you are talking 
to. Note that the art of listening is not limited 
to the people around you. God speaks to us 
every day, but how many of us can say that we 
have the ears to listen? Listening to God can be 
difficult, particularly when you are in desperate 
need of answers. 

James 1:19 helps us understand what listening 
means. "Remember this, my dear brothers: 
everyone should be quick to listen but slow to 
speak and slow to human anger..."

A good way to practice listening to God is to sit 
in a quiet place. Ask God to help you be more 
open to what He has to say, and ask for the 
patience to actively listen to those around you.

Bonus: Putting down electronics and looking 
people in the eye helps you become a better 
listener. 

3. Be generous
This is not limited to money! Remember, when 
we offer to help people pack for a move, practice 
for a speech, listen to their worries or feed the 
hungry, we are being generous and mirroring 
Christ’s heart.

Think of 1 John 3:17, "If anyone is well-off in 
worldly possessions and sees his brother in need 
but closes his heart to him,  how can the love of 
God be remaining in him?"

2. Read the Bible
Recall Hebrews 4:12: "The word of God is 
something alive and active: it cuts more 
incisively than any two-edged sword: it can seek 
out the place where soul is divided from spirit, or 
joints from marrow; it can pass judgement on 
secret emotions and thoughts."

Understanding the Word of God is an important 
part of being Catholic. The Holy Scriptures are 
alive, meaning they can move in and through 
you and can bring power greater than that of a 
sword. The Scriptures are there so that we can 
learn from them and be held accountable, even 
for our "secret emotions and thoughts."

Remember to read your Bible, participate in 
Bible studies and know that as you read and 
understand, you can catch yourself before falling 
into sin. With awareness comes discernment. 

1. Be more like Jesus
We are called to follow Christ’s examples, all of 
which are clearly outlined in the Bible.

Remember John 8:12, where Jesus says, "...I 
am the light of the world; anyone who follows 
me will not be walking in the dark, but will 
have the light of life." Note that the first three 
things mimic attributes Jesus Christ has. In 
knowing about things before we speak ill of 
them, learning to listen, being generous and by 
reading God’s Word, we are not only improving 
our relationship with God, we are also improving 
our relationship with others.

Source: www.catholic.org/news/hf/
faith/story.php?id=66233

New Year resolutions are popular near the 
beginning and end of each year, but very 
few people actually dedicate themselves to 
following their new proposals.
Though it is difficult to change habits or 
incorporate new ones, there are certain things 
all Catholics should aspire to each and every 
day of their lives.
Here are Catholic Online's top five resolutions 
every Catholic should make every single year:

5 New Year's Resolutions
All Catholics Should 

Aspire To . . . 
Each year people firmly believe that this will be the year -the year 
they lose weight, the year they make more of an impression at work, 
the year something is better than the previous. But how many of us 
make New Year's resolutions to follow Christ?

Due to low attendance, we will not have 
a 9:30 am Mass on Saturdays.
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