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To Serve
Lending a hand to help someone else/seeing
what needs to be done to help, and doing it.

Welcome to the 2017-2018 Faith Formation Program!
Here at Ss Peter & Paul and St
Lawrence, we see ourselves as
part of your family. This Catholic
Community is committed to
loving you and your family as
you are. We are also committed
to raising happy and healthy
children with you who have a
relationship with God.
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Program Components and Expectations Like in any relationship, there are expectations that family

members have for one another. Having clear expectations is the key to having a healthy relationship with one another. These will also help us
educate children more effectively, joyfully, and lovingly in the faith. Below are what we expect from you, the parent:

Worship by . . .

Serve by . . .

Come to Mass on Sundays
Bring the family to the
Children’s Mass: 9am at
SPP & 10:30am at STL.
Additionally, make sure
to come to this Mass on the 2nd Sunday of
the Month for a special presentation for the
children. Every Sunday we will provide every
child in the program with a weekly pamphlet
that is meant to be used at home to make
Mass more meaningful for them.

Getting involved. We invite all
parents to get involved in some
way, whether that is through
helping out with a small group
or serving coffee at the coffee
social. Help build our community to be a more
hospitable and charitable place.

Sun, May 6
Family Assembly, Section A
10:00 am  Lower Church

Sun, April 15
Family Assembly
9:00 am  Parish Center

Participating in the Faith
Formation sessions, activities,
and events. Refer to the
calendar in this handbook to
see when your child’s appropriate sessions
take place.

Attending community events
and registering with the
parish. Throughout the year
we have other events that we
do outside of the sessions to
put our faith into practice. This includes service
projects, worship events, like the Christmas
Pageant and the Stations of the Cross, and
community gatherings.

Sun, April 8
Family Assembly, Section B
10:00 am  Lower Church

St Lawrence

Grow by . . .

Connect by . . .

Ss Peter & Paul

Give by . . .
Continuing to support the
parish through envelopes
or Faith Direct. In addition to
registering with the parish, in
order for programs like Faith
Formation to continue it needs the ongoing
support of the parishioners. We invite every
working person to donate their first hour’s wage
to support this work we do for our families.

“Compelling Your Kids to Serve”
There’s a film adaptation of Louisa May
Alcott’s autobiographical novel Little
Women that includes a moment when Jo, the
heroine, receives criticism from her German
professor on her first novel…

I am also a great parent. Everyone knows how
to read, and math facts are memorized. We
eat meals and sleep well. But sometimes, I’m
not a great parent. Sometimes dirty socks in
random places in every room in my house can
set me into a psycho parent orbit. And so can
moments when my kids don’t seem to care
about anyone else but themselves.

“It is not written from your heart, it is not
written from your soul; when you have
courage enough to write truthfully, then your
I asked my kids if they could help me deliver
work will be worthy of you.”
crisis kits to people in need after hurricane
This moment has nudged me, pushed me, Irma. They whined and complained. Neither
pulled me to weigh how truthful I’m being would go. It had been a long day of 2nd and
when I write. I used to think being truthful 5th grade, and they were sooooo tired and just
was easy but I think great writers know how needed a break. Seriously people?
difficult it actually is. I still hold back because
of so many reasons, but mainly fear, mainly I didn’t feeling like forcing compassion. Maybe
that’s the least compassionate thing I could
ego, mainly insecurity.
have done? But I was frustrated. I was going
And when I think about parenting, I feel like to be setting a great example and they were
I’m in a similar space where I can either deny going to be missing it.
what’s really happening in our family, or Can you see the stuck? They were stuck (not
embrace it as a place to grow.
being able to see how helping others is
important). And I was stuck (not being able to
What’s really happening in my family (and serve out of a pure heart because I had a goal
maybe in yours too) is that I’m not seeing the to help them see what serving looks like). .
qualities I hoped I would see.
So I went.
I hoped that compassion and a desire to put Alone.
others first would be overflowing in my kids. And I wondered if I should have made it
What’s really happening is many moments mandatory for my kids. But as soon as I
of fighting our own wants, needs, and desires. started serving, as soon as I started seeing
We are working through perpetual states of the relief the kits and personal connection
being stuck and hoping that being unstuck is brought to humans who God loves, I
a real thing.
remembered . . .
We have great kids.
They are so special.
They are kind and generous.
They are even kind and generous to each
other (sometimes).
But sometimes they aren’t.
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Going the second mile isn’t something you do
for others to see, it’s something you do to set
others free.
Maybe in my hopes that my kids would “see
me” I was missing the point. And dragging

Hello from the
Waldron's! When we

were deciding to join a parish,
we were drawn to the family
atmosphere of Ss Peter & Paul. We
love being part of this community,
and especially enjoy attending the
9 AM children’s Mass as a family.
As parents, teaching and living as
a faithful example to our children
is important to us. Ss Peter &
Paul is a welcoming and vibrant
community which supports and
exemplifies the values we are
working to instill in our children.

by Brooklyn Lindsey

my kids along for the ride might have them
missing the point.
Maybe stuck isn’t such an awful place when
it helps you see your goals more clearly?
I realized I was starting with answers
instead of starting with better questions.
When I returned from delivering kits to our
neighbors, I asked my kids to tell me how
they would like to serve others sometime.
This simple question was like the roadside
hero responding to our metaphorical mini
van stuck in a muddy ditch and giving us a
little push out. The question got the tires
spinning and gave us momentum to get over
our impass and into a place where we could
explore.
“I want to save every frog.”
“I want to call my friend because I miss her.”
“I want to see if anyone is thirsty, because
being thirsty is hard.”
That’s how serving is going to happen in
my family. It’s not going to be organic,
motivating, or personal, when I’m telling
everyone where they should serve and how
they should do it.
To encourage kids to serve authentically
from their own sense of compassion, parents
should pose great questions instead of
imposing all the answers. Instead of telling
my kids when or how they will serve, I want to
ask them how they see themselves serving.
Instead of thinking about the hurdles, start
asking about the possibilities—by listening
and thinking about how to lean into what
God is stirring up in your hearts as a family.
This is my confession and my call to you, my
friends: that we’d work to uncover individual
passions and strengths, and in turn grow
more deeply compassionate and able to
serve together as families.
Here’s your cue: Start with the next family
meal and ask yourselves what situation is
in need of a super-hero strength miracle? It
could be in your lives, in your community, on
your street, in your world. Start writing down
all of the ways you might be able to respond,
no matter how absurd they sound. Then take
the next step together to listen to, receive
from, be there for those who Jesus has given
you a collective burden.
So if you’re feeling stuck in this same place,
take courage.You can ask a question today
that will help you serve from your hearts,
serve from your souls, and give you the
courage to serve truthfully as a family.
That’s when the work you and your kids
will do won’t be of you, but of the One who
made you.

Source: http://theparentcue.org/compellingyour-kids-to-serve/

