
SEASON OF GIVING
Ss Peter & Paul  g  St Lawrence  

DECEMBER 3

Support by writing a check
You can donate online via Credit Card or Paypal 
You can volunteer as a Lawyer or Clerk. 
Register and shop at smile.amazon.com 
Donate an Amazon eGift card 

The Waterfront 
Project, Inc

How to Help:

WEEK 3



WEEK 1 NOVEMBER 19

WEEK 2 NOVEMBER 26

SEASON 
OF GIVING

Founded in 2013 by Monsignor Robert Meyer, WFP has provided legal guidance, 
advice, and representation to low-income residents of Hudson County in a 
variety of civil legal matters including landlord/tenant disputes, contract negoti-
ations, and social security and medical insurance issues. WFP's staff and 
programs have grown since its founding. In June 2016, WFP became home to the 
only HUD certified housing counseling program in Hudson County providing 
counseling and legal representation to low-income tenants. In January 2017, 
WFP launched its Wills for Seniors Program - WFP's attorneys travel to local 
community centers presenting workshops about the importance of having a 
will, power of attorney, and living will. These documents are prepared free of 
charge for low-income seniors. WFP's latest initiative is its Financial Capability 
Counseling Program designed to educate and assist low-income residents with 
budgeting and other financial concerns. 

The Board and staff of WFP recognize and are sincerely grateful that the 
community of Saints Peter & Paul has supported WFP from its inception and 
that the Parish continues to include WFP in its commitment to make a positive 
difference in the lives of the County's low-income residents. With continued 
funding, WFP will be able to reach many more of our neediest residents, 
addressing the serious, vital, and often critical legal and social issues facing 
them daily. Thank you for including WFP in your charitable giving this season.

1. Support by writing a check to The 
Waterfront Project, Inc and send it to 830 
Bergen Avenue, Suite 4A, Jersey City 07306.

2. You can donate online via Credit Card or 
Paypal at thewaterfrontproject.org/donate

3. You can volunteer as a Lawyer or Clerk. 
Contact Dinah Hendon at dhendon@ 
thewaterfrontproject.org

4. Register and shop at smile.amazon.com 
and Amazon will give 0.5% of all your 
purchases to The Waterfront Project, Inc.

5. Donate an Amazon eGift card to help 
with office supplies. Those can be 
purchased electronically and sent by email.

DECEMBER 3
The Waterfront Project, Inc

WEEK 3 You can help in 5 different 
ways:

Socks and Gloves
Canned Goods (soups, etc)
Non-perishable items for our pantry
Clothes cleaner and fabric softener
Bus tickets
Gift cards to grocery stores and retail stores
 

Items Needed:

Items Needed:
Laundry Detergents
Dishwashing Detergents
Toilet Paper
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste
Soap/ Deodorant
Paper Plates/Napkins

Plastic Forks,
      Knives, Spoons
Bus tickets
Gift cards to 
      grocery stores 
      and retail stores

MBS HOUSING / HOBOKEN YMCA

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

During the 6 weeks 
before Christmas, we 
offer you an opportunity 
to give back each week- 
from volunteering to 
bringing items or 
supporting financially. 
We ask you to choose at 
least one gift for the 
season of giving on top 
of your support for our 
parish.



WEEK 5 DECEMBER 17

WEEK 6 DECEMBER 24

WEEK 4 DECEMBER 10

FOOD
Coffee/ Sugar 
Milk/ Cereal/ Juice
Frozen Meat 
Instant Potatoes 
Marinara Sauce 
Sandwiches 

SUPPLIES
Cups 
Napkins
Plastic utensils 
Hand sanitizer 
Laundry detergent 
Garbage bags
Postage Stamps
Envelopes /Pens
Bus tickets
Gift cards to 
      grocery stores 
      and retail stores
 

TOILETRIES
Soap
Shampoo 
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 
Deodorant 
Razors 
Shaving Cream 
Wash Cloths 
Toilet Paper

CLOTHING
Men's clothing 
Socks /underpants

As we approach Christmas, we want to make sure that 
all families around us can experience Christmas even 
if they are in need. 

The PERC Shelter is a non-profit shelter which has 
been an important part of our community for over 30 
years. The mission at PERC is to defeat the cycle of 
poverty and to raise awareness that food and shelter 
are fundamental human rights. PERC believes "WITH 
HELP THERE IS HOPE" and every person deserves 
dignity, respect, and opportunity.

Socks
Underpants 
Wash Cloths 

Items Needed:

ST MATTHEW'S 
LUNCHTIME MINISTRY

Items 
Needed:

THE HOBOKEN SHELTER

Items 
Needed:

THE 
PERC SHELTER

Peanut butter 
Sneakers/ Socks
Backpacks/duffle bags 
Razors/ Washcloths
Deodorant

Soap 
Reading glasses
Bus tickets
Gift cards to grocery stores 
      and retail stores
 

*Special Request: Does anyone have a printer and 
computer they could donate to the ministry?

FOR THE FAMILIES IN NEED 
OF WEEHAWKEN

Towels 
Hats
Gloves 

We invite parishioners to bring gift cards for
major local retail outlets, grocery stores or bus 
cards which will be distributed to families.
If you know a family who is a good candidate for receiving 
some help, please inform the parish office.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Ss Peter and Paul or St Lawrence
     Legacy fund
Matching Gifts
Securities
Wills and Estates
Life Insurance
Retirement Plans

Other Ways to Donate
For Christmas we ask parishioners to 
include a donation to the parish as part 
of their Christmas "budget". We are 
grateful for your generosity, which 
enables us to deliver the uplifting 
liturgies and programs in place.

SPP

SPP

STL

STL



Reading Christopher Dawson’s writings in 
college left a lasting impression upon me. 
The great historian, a convert to Catholicism, 
helped me understand the Christian sense 
of history. The pagan notion of time, and 
thus history, is an endless, circular repetition 
of events – similar to the annual cycle of the 
seasons. Yet this repetitive way of interpreting 
reality imprisons man in a pointless round. 
Where are we heading if there is no end point 
to time, just a constant replay involving a 
changing cast of characters who come and go?

Christian revelation, of course, solves this 
dilemma. Creation has a beginning and an 
end. Christ is the Alpha and the Omega. Our 
world and our lives come from Him, and our 
journey through life is a quest both to walk 
with Him at all times (“I am with you always, 
to the close of the age,” Mt 28:20), and to find 
Him as our merciful judge when our days on 
earth come to their end (“Come, O blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world,” Mt 
25:34).

Given this linear understanding of history, 
stretching from the creation to the redemption 
and reaching fulfillment on the Last Day, our 
place in time and space is relatively easier 
to figure out. We want to be in that great 
procession of pilgrims which is the Church. 
God has put us on this earth at the time of 
his choosing to accomplish His purposes. Our 
duty is to seek his will as we look forward to 
seeing him face to face either at the moment 
of our death, or at his Second Coming on the 
Last Day, if we live to see that day.

Seeking to do God’s will involves repetition of 
many good acts: prayers, sacrifices, reception 
of the sacraments, good works and kind deeds, 
especially towards the poor. That holy cycle 
of repetition is carried out in the perspective 
of our journey in time towards our goal, 
Christ. The Church has given us the Christian 
year as the organizing principle of our daily 
efforts to be with Christ, now and forever. We 
contemplate and celebrate Christ’s life in the 
liturgical calendar. The Church repeats this 
cycle, year after year, to instruct and guide us on 

how to journey towards the eternal Jerusalem. 
This cycle of days and years is not endless and 
self-contained. It is directed towards the Last 
Day, when the Lord will return.

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
reminds us: “The Advent season is a time 
of preparation that directs our hearts and 
minds to Christ’s second coming at the end 
of time and also to the anniversary of the 
Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final days of 
Advent, from December 17 to December 24, 
focus particularly on our preparation for 
the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord 
(Christmas).”

The first part of Advent directs our thoughts to 
the second coming of Christ on the Last Day. 
Thus we begin our Christian year mediating 
upon the end of time. We walk now with the 
hidden Christ in order to be with Him when 
He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. That hidden Christ, in whom we believe 
though we have not seen him, was born in 
Bethlehem a little over 2,000 years ago. He 

The Coming of Advent

Looking for 
a great photo 

for your 
Christmas 

cards?
Portraits with photographer 
Marie Papp will be available 

in November at her studio 
in the Monroe Center.

Please call 201-659-1978 
to book your session.

(A percentage of  each sale will go 
to Ss Peter & Paul or St Lawrence)

www.mariepapp.com



Source: By Fr Gerald E Murray 
www.thecatholicthing.org/2015/11/29/
the-coming-of-advent/

was once seen by humble, pious men who 
were sent to the manger by the angels. Those 
same angels will herald his return when all 
“will see the Son of man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory.” (Mt 
24:30)

The second part of Advent directs our 
thoughts to the birth of Him who fulfills all 
the prophecies given to the people of Israel. 
The awesome reality of the Incarnation calls 
for our full attention. Which brings me back 
to Dawson, particularly his observation that 
every day is a dress rehearsal for the Second 
Coming. That really captures the Christian 
sense of time and history. We are always to be 
ready to greet the Lord at his return. No one 
knows the day or the hour (Mt 24:36), but we 
do know that He will come.

Advent is a strong reminder that we are 
supposed to be ready to meet Christ. The 
penitential nature of the season (witness 
the violet vestments and no Gloria at Mass) 
teaches us that sin, and the habit of sin, need 
to be addressed by each of us. We best honor 
the birth of the Savior by making ourselves 
ready to meet him on the Last Day, which 
means seeking his pardon of our sins and his 
grace to live better as his true followers. A good 
confession of our sins during Advent is a most 
pleasing gift to the Christ Child; the absolution 
of our sins is Christ’s gift to those who long to 
see his face.

But is any of this is reflected in the way most 
Catholics nowadays observe Advent? Our 
vestigially Christian, media-dominated 
culture has banished most references to 
Christmas from the public square in America, 
leaving us with the consumerist creed of buy, 
buy, and buy. The popular celebration of the 
feast of the Incarnation has degenerated 
into spending lots of money to celebrate “the 
holidays.”

Advent is meant too remind us that the 
fitting celebration of God’s coming among us 
demands that we do penance and pray more. 
This is the necessary path to follow if we want 
to be truly ready for Christ’s Second Coming, 
and if we are to honor his birth in Bethlehem 
with the spirit of adoration shown by the 
shepherds and the Magi. Sharing gifts on 
Christmas is a way to imitate God’s supreme 
gift of His Son on Christmas. As we look 
forward to that celebration of God’s love at 
Christmas, let us re-consider the importance 
of Advent. The dress rehearsal is now.

AN ADVENT/CHRISTMAS CANTATA BY GERARD CHIUSANO & MARY HOCHMAN
                    PERFORMED BY CHILDREN FROM BOTH PARISHES

At St Peter & Paul Church in Hoboken



Today is the day before Thanksgiving, and it is hard to be homeless. Not all the homeless have families that they can go to. 
Some of them go to some local restaurants, while some of them try to find friends that will have Thanksgiving. We so often 
complain about our family coming over, yet they often don’t have anyone. 

 I met Hailey today, who was explaining her issue with her brother. Her parents both died, and she was cut out of her 
will. Now she has little which she can live by because she is mentally ill. She was in two car accidents, and because of that she 
has been having difficulties doing math, and other memory-related exercises. We talked about it, and she still has a chance to 

get some money which she was entitled too. Hopefully, she can get a lawyer that will devote themselves to this case. Greg was telling me that he is going 
to go to his friends house in Jersey City for Thanksgiving. This is the first time he has Thanksgiving at his house, and they will watch the Giants game too. 
Greg is a calm person who is understanding, and he has truly made progress. Although once he had issues with drugs, he is clean and now is living a better 
life. He lives in a communal apartment which he loves because of its location in Hoboken. I also met Frank today, who although he has an income, he got 
evicted from his apartment. He has to wait until December until he will get money so that he can get a new apartment. Frank has issues with alcoholism, 
but we were talking about rehab, and hopefully I can get more information for him so that he can go. Frank is older, and he said he hasn’t slept in the past 
week because he is not used to living in a shelter. Bob was telling me how he grew up in Bayonne in a Polish neighborhood. Since I’m Polish, this excited me 
a bit. Bob really loves Bayonne, but he can’t live there now for several reasons. Let’s pray for all the homeless so through Jesus’ strength they can fight their 
problems, and find housing. 

As the holidays are getting closer, we need to remember those who cannot celebrate it. All the homeless who cannot watch Christmas movies, or even 
sit by the fireplace. They have to go outside and maybe someone will give them some money. The money you give them may not seem like a lot, but it 
helps them. A couple of dollars gives them enough money to buy a coffee and sit in a restaurant for a couple of hours while it is raining. Or they could buy 
something to eat while it’s cold and they can’t sleep. The luxuries we have in our homes, we take for granted, but really they are optional. Since we might 
make more money than someone else we shouldn’t boast. If God gave us more talents, we need to share them with other people more. Like in the Gospel, 
the man with five talents, got five more after he shared them and gave them to other people. When the man with one talent saved it for himself, he never 
got more and grew. Let us learn to give more than to receive. Let us learn to love where there is hate. Let us follow the Lord Jesus.

Weekly Reflection
By Matthew Ziarnik

Ss Peter & Paul

Thanks to Hoboken Catholic 
Academy, Oktoberfest Committee 

member Jenn Araneo and all of 
the HCA volunteers for their hard 

work towards a successful and 
fun Oktoberfest Kids Village! 

The donation to HCA 
this year was $2,240!

Principal Robin Piccapietra and 
Director of School Based Youth 
Service Program Cecilia D’Elia 
picked up boxes of ready made 

turkey dinners donated to
3 Hoboken High School student 

families for Thanksgiving. 
The families very appreciative 

of our support!

Walking with Purpose
Women’s Catholic 

Bible Study
Do you desire to grow in your Catholic faith?  
Would you like to connect with other women 
in our parish community? Are you searching 
for something more in your life? We invite you 
to consider joining Walking with Purpose at Ss 
Peter & Paul.  A six-week study will be held during 
Lent 2018, beginning on the evening of Tuesday, 
February 20, 2018. The course, Living in the 
Father’s Love, a study of God the Father, reveals 
how deeply relevant the Gospels are to our 
relationships, both with God and those we love.  
No previous Bible study experience is necessary; 
come as you are as we discover just how much 
God loves us.

Walking with Purpose is a women’s Catholic 
Bible study that aims to bring women to a closer 
relationship with Christ.  Personal study and 
small group discussions at WWP each week link 
our everyday challenges with the solutions given 
to us through the teachings of Christ and the 
Catholic Church.

For questions or to learn more, contact Joan Allman 
purpose@spphoboken.com or visit Walking with 
Purpose online for more information. We hope you 
will join us!



Christmas Craft Show On  Sunday, 
December 10, Saint Joseph Regional HS, 
Montvale, will be hosting its annual Christmas 
Craft Show from 10 am until 4:00 pm, 
showcasing the talents of  over 125 juried crafts 
people and fine artists.  Admission is $2.00.  
Children and senior citizens (65+) are free.  No 
strollers permitted.  www.saintjosephregional.
org

Job Opening in Office of Human 
Resources Archdiocese of Newark 
The Benefits and Pension Assistant will assist 
in the day to day operations of employee 
benefit programs including medical, dental, 
life insurance, short-term disability, severance 
plan, Global Solutions, Workers’ Comp and 
FMLA.  Will also assist in the day to day 
operations of Pension Plan benefits, Pension 
billing, vendor invoices and ongoing research 
into pension matters.  Anyone interested 
in applying for this position should do so in 
writing. Please include resume and refer to 
position title. Office of Human Resources | Fax 
(973) 497-4103 E-mail: floresra@rcan.org

Seeking Part-Time Youth Minister 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Scotch Plains, is seeking a part time Youth 
Minister. Responsibilities include planning 
and implementing regular activities for the 
youth of the parish from 8th grade through 
high school that will address the faith needs 
of the youth through regular weekly social/
catechetical gatherings, monthly events aimed 
at service and community building as well as 
participation in the wider parish community. 
Candidates should be a practicing catholic 
with working knowledge of the catholic 
faith and practice, have experience in youth 
ministry, a Bachelors degree (preferably in 
Theology or related field). Candidate will also 
need strong interpersonal skills and be willing 
to collaborate with other staff members and 
volunteers. Please send letter of interest and 
resume to: Fr Michael Ward, IHM Parish, 
1571 Martine Ave, Scotch Plains. Or frmike@
ihmparish.net  

St Lawrence

We are HALFWAY
to our goal!

Have You Helped Yet?

Weekday and 
Sunday Readings are 

available on the United 
States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops 
website at usccb.org
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