
The Feast of All Saints Day

The Feast of All Souls Day
Thursday, November 2

Wednesday, November 1

Mass Schedule   12:10 pm  SPP       9:30 am STL

Mass Schedule   12:10 pm      7:00 pm SPP      9:30 am STL

St Lawrence   Ss Peter & Paul
October  29, 2017



Date: November 1

Type of Feast: Solemnity; Holy 
Day of Obligation (see Is All Saints 
Day a Holy Day of Obligation? for 
more details)

Readings: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; 
Psalm 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 1 John 3:1-
3; Matthew 5:1-12a

Prayers: Litany of the Saints

Other Names for the 
Feast: All Saints' Day, Feast of All 
Saints

A l l  S a i n t s  D a y

All Saints Day is a special feast day on 
which Catholics celebrate all the saints, 
known and unknown. While most 
saints have a particular feast day on the 
Catholic calendar (usually, though not 
always, the date of their death), not all of 
those feast days are observed. And saints 
who have not been canonized—those 
who are in Heaven, but whose sainthood 
is known only to God—have no particular 
feast day.

In a special way, All Saints Day is their feast.

THE HISTORY OF 
ALL SAINTS DAY
All Saints Day is a surprisingly old feast. It arose 
out of the Christian tradition of celebrating the 
martyrdom of saints on the anniversary of their 
martyrdom. When martyrdoms increased during 
the persecutions of the late Roman Empire, local 
dioceses instituted a common feast day in order to 
ensure that all martyrs, known and unknown, were 
properly honored.

By the late fourth century, this common feast was 
celebrated in Antioch, and Saint Ephrem the Syrian 
mentioned it in a sermon in 373.

In the early centuries, this feast was celebrated in 
the Easter season, and the Eastern Churches, both 
Catholic and Orthodox, still celebrate it then, tying 
the celebration of the lives of the saints in with 
Christ's Resurrection.

WHY NOVEMBER 1?
The current date of November 1 was instituted by 
Pope Gregory III (731-741), when he consecrated a 
chapel to all the martyrs in Saint Peter's Basilica in 
Rome.

Gregory ordered his priests to celebrate the Feast of 
All Saints annually. This celebration was originally 
confined to the diocese of Rome, but Pope Gregory 
IV (827-844) extended the feast to the entire Church 
and ordered it to be celebrated on November 1.

HALLOWEEN, ALL 
SAINTS DAY, AND 
ALL SOULS DAY
In English, the traditional name for All Saints 
Day was All Hallows Day. (A hallow was a saint or 
holy person.) The vigil or eve of the feast, October 
31, is still commonly known as All Hallows Eve, 

All Saints Day: Honoring All of the Saints, Known 
and Unknown

SOURCE: Scott P. Richert https://www.thoughtco.
com/what-is-all-saints-day-542459

or Halloween. Despite concerns among some 
Christians (including some Catholics) in recent 
years about the "pagan origins" of Halloween (see 
Halloween, Jack Chick, and Anti-Catholicism), the 
vigil was celebrated from the beginning—long 
before Irish practices, stripped of their pagan 
origins (just as the Christmas tree was stripped 
of similar connotations), were incorporated into 
popular celebrations of the feast.

In fact, in post-Reformation England, the 
celebration of Halloween and All Saints Day were 
outlawed not because they were considered pagan 
but because they were Catholic. Later, in the Puritan 
areas of the Northeastern United States, Halloween 
was outlawed for the same reason, before Irish 
Catholic immigrants revived the practice as a way of 
celebrating the vigil of All Saints Day.

All Saints Day is followed by All Souls Day 
(November 2), the day on which Catholics 
commemorate all those Holy Souls who have died 
and are in Purgatory, being cleansed of their sins 
so that they can enter into the presence of God in 
Heaven.

QUICK FACTS ABOUT 
ALL SAINTS DAY



A l l  S o u l s  D a y

You can donate the bread and wine used for 
the Holy Sacrifice of Mass or contribute to 
the beauty of the worship space by donating 
Altar Flowers.  If you would like to offer 
a Mass for a living or deceased person or 
donate Altar Bread, Wine or flowers, please 
contact the parish office. The donation is 
$10 per Mass and a card can be sent on your 
behalf to the family of the intention.

About 
Almsgiving

Often overshadowed by the two days preceding it, Halloween (October 31) and All 
Saints Day (November 1), All Souls Day is a solemn celebration in the Roman Catholic 
Church commemorating all of those who have died and are now in Purgatory, being 
cleansed of their venial sins and the temporal punishments for the mortal sins that 
they had confessed, and being made pure before entering into the presence of God 
in Heaven.

THE HISTORY OF ALL SOULS DAY
The importance of All Souls Day was made clear by Pope Benedict XV (1914-22), when he granted all priests 
the privilege of celebrating three Masses on All Souls Day: one for the faithful departed; one for the priest's 
intentions; and one for the intentions of the Holy Father. On only a handful of other very important feast 
days are priests allowed to celebrate more than two Masses.

While All Souls Day is now paired with All Saints Day (November 1), which celebrates all of the faithful who 
are in Heaven, it originally was celebrated in the Easter season, around Pentecost Sunday (and still is in the 
Eastern Catholic Churches).

By the tenth century, the celebration had been moved to October; and sometime between 998 and 1030, 
St. Odilo of Cluny decreed that it should be celebrated on November 2 in all of the monasteries of his 
Benedictine congregation. Over the next two centuries, other Benedictines and the Carthusians began to 
celebrate it in their monasteries as well, and soon the commemoration of all the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
spread to the entire Church.

OFFERING OUR EFFORTS ON 
BEHALF OF THE HOLY SOULS
On All Souls Day, we not only remember the dead, but we apply our efforts, through prayer, almsgiving, and 
the Mass, to their release from Purgatory. There are two plenary indulgences attached to All Souls Day, one 
for visiting a church and another for visiting a cemetery. (The plenary indulgence for visiting a cemetery 
can also be obtained every day from November 1-8, and, as a partial indulgence, on any day of the year.) 
While the actions are performed by the living, the merits of the indulgences are applicable only to the 
souls in Purgatory. Since a plenary indulgence removes all of the temporal punishment for sin, which is the 
reason why souls are in Purgatory in the first place, applying a plenary indulgence to one of the Holy Souls 
in Purgatory means that the Holy Soul is released from Purgatory and enters Heaven. 

Praying for the dead is a Christian obligation. In the modern world, when many have come to doubt the 
Church's teaching on Purgatory, the need for such prayers has only increased. The Church devotes the 
month of November to prayer for the Holy Souls in Purgatory, and participation in the Mass of All Souls Day 
is a good way to begin the month.

Learn About All Souls Day 
and Why Catholics Celebrate It

Candles 
for 

All Souls Day
$10 for sale after mass

if you miss purchasing candles after Mass, you 
can stop by the Church office during the week. 

Date: November 2

Type of Feast: Commemoration

Readings: Wisdom 3:1-9; Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Romans 5:5-11 or Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40

Prayers: Eternal Rest, Eternal Memory, Weekly Prayers for the Faithful Departed

Other Names for the Feast: All Souls' Day, Feast of All Souls

QUICK FACTS ABOUT ALL SOULS DAY

SOURCE: Scott P. Richert https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-all-saints-day-542459



SUICIDE – REDEEMING THE MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE

particular manner of their deaths color and 
taint the goodness of their lives.  Suicide is the 
least glamorous and most misunderstood of 
all deaths.  We owe it to our loved ones, and to 
ourselves, to not further compound a tragedy.

So each year I write a column on suicide, hoping 
it might help produce more understanding 
around the issue and, in a small way perhaps, 
offer some consolation to those who have lost 
a loved one in this way. Essentially, I say the 
same things each year because they need to 
be said. As Margaret Atwood once put it, some 
things need to be said and said and said again, 
until they don't need to be said any more.  
Some things need still to be said about suicide.

What things? What needs to be said, and said 
again and again about suicide?  For the sake of 
clarity, let me number the points:

First, in most cases, suicide is the result 
of a disease, a sickness, an illness, a tragic 
breakdown within the emotional immune 
system or simply a mortal biochemical illness.

For most suicides, the person dies, as the 
does the victim of any terminal illness or fatal 
accident, not by his or her own choice. When 
people die from heart attacks, strokes, cancer, 
and accidents, they die against their will. The 
same is true in suicide.

We should not worry unduly about the eternal 
salvation of a suicide victim, believing (as 
we used to) that suicide is the ultimate act 
of despair. God's hands are infinitely more 
understanding and gentler than our own. 
We need not worry about the fate of anyone, 
no matter the cause of death, who leaves this 
world honest, over-sensitive, over-wrought, 

One year ago, virtually everyone who knew 
him was stunned by the suicide death of 
the most prominent American Hispanic 
theologian that we have produced up to now, 
Virgilio Elizondo. Moreover, Virgil wasn't just 
a very gifted, pioneering theologian, he was 
also a beloved priest and a warm, trusted 
friend to countless people. Everyone dies, 
and the death of a loved one is always hard, 
but it was the manner of his death that left so 
many people stunned and confused. Suicide! 
But he was such a faith-filled, sensitive man. 
How could this be possible?

And those questions, like the muddy 
waters of a flood, immediately began to 
seep into other emotional crevices, leaving 
most everyone who knew him with a huge, 
gnawing question: What does this do his 
work, to the gift that he left to the church 
and to the Hispanic community? Can we still 
honor his life and his contribution in the same 
way as we would have had he died of a heart 
attack or cancer? Indeed, had he died of a 
heart attack or cancer, his death, though sad, 
would undoubtedly have had about it an air of 
healthy closure, even of celebration, that we 
were saying farewell to a great man we had 
had the privilege to know, as opposed to the 
air of hush, unhealthy quiet, and unclean grief 
that permeated the air at his funeral.

Sadly, and this is generally the case when 
anyone dies by suicide, the manner of that 
death becomes a prism through which his or 
her life and work are now seen, colored, and 
permanently tainted. It shouldn't be so, and 
it's incumbent on us, the living who love them, 
to redeem their memories, to not take their 
photos off our walls, to not speak in guarded 
terms about their deaths, and to not let the 

too bruised to touch, and emotionally-
crushed, as is the case with most suicides. 
God's understanding and compassion exceed 
our own. God isn't stupid.

We should not unduly second-guess ourselves 
when we lose a loved one to suicide: What 
might I have done? Where did I let this person 
down? What if ? If only I'd been there at the 
right time!Rarely would this have made a 
difference. Most of the time, we weren't there 
for the very reason that the person who fell 
victim to this disease did not want us to be 
there. He or she picked the moment, the 
spot, and the means precisely so we wouldn't 
be there. Suicide seems to be a disease that 
picks its victim precisely in such a way so as to 
exclude others and their attentiveness. This is 
not an excuse for insensitivity, but is a healthy 
check against false guilt and fruitless second-
guessing. Suicide is a result of sickness and 
there are some sicknesses which all the love 
and care in the world cannot cure.

Finally, it's incumbent upon us, the loved ones 
who remain here, to redeem the memory of 
those who die in this way so at to not let the 
particular manner of their deaths become a 
false prism through which their lives are now 
seen. A good person is a good person and a 
sad death does not change that. Nor should a 
misunderstanding.

SOURCE: ronrolheiser.com/suicide-redeeming-
the-memory-of-a-loved-one/#.We35N2Vmlsy



Giving to the Church is part of your commitment 
as a parishioner. It is also through your donations 
that our parish can remain financially sustainable.

Contributing electronically
We encourage our generous parishioners to utilize eGiving as it alleviates our 
internal processing and contributes to a more predictable budget process. The 
parish uses FaithDirect for electronic donations. You can schedule automatic 
monthly donations and manage your payment methods and donation 
calendar with a minimum suggested monthly donation of $75. To register 
for electronic giving, go to faithdirect.net and securely enroll online with our 
parish code.

Contributing by envelopes
If you prefer to contribute by donation envelopes, please contact the parish 
offices and we will send you preprinted envelopes. Please make sure you 
always write the amount of your donation on the envelope and don't use tape 
or staples.

Contributing by anonymous cash in the basket
Parishioners who contribute anonymously are incapable of receiving tax 
receipts for the IRS, certifications to serve as Godparents, and do not qualify 
under the "support" requirements in fulfillment of other parish policies.

How much to give is a decision you should make in conscience. 
We recommend that each working parishioner in your 
household should give the equivalent of one hour of your 
income. To get a better idea of how much that represents, here 
is a scale based on a 40-hour week:

For instance, if your combined annual income is $75,000, you 
should aim to contribute at least $36 every week.

$300,000  $144
$250,000   $120
$200,000   $96
$150,000   $72
$125,000   $60
$100,000   $48
$75,000   $36
$50,000   $24
$25,000   $12
$15,000   $7

Annual income Hourly Wage

How to Give
Currently a portion of our collection is electronic: 
a simpler, safer and more predictable way for our 
parish to collect your contribution: 

It's safer than checks or cash. It's more 
secure than giving by cash or check, both 
of which can get lost, stolen or mis-tracked. 
Online gifts through FaithDirect are secure 
and sent directly to the parish's bank 
account.

It creates faithful giving: recurring gifts 
help you make giving a priority. For the 
parish it makes income more predictable, 
budget planning an easier process and 
keeps giving consistent.

It reduces the administrative burden of 
the parish financial team. It eliminates the 
printing, mailing, processing and recording 
of donations of the envelope system. Faith 
Direct allows you to track your donations 
and access tax statements as any time.

Why Faith Direct is 
better than envelopes

ENROLLMENT 
Creating an account is simple. 
You can enroll online or by 
mail, so you can give to your 
church in a way that works 
best for you.

GIVING OPTIONS
Give to any collection offered 
by your church; choose 
your credit/debit card or a 
bank account for payment. 
Schedule monthly recurring 
gifts or make a one-time gift 
anytime.

ENROLL ONLINE TODAY AT
WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET !

Ss Peter & Paul Parish Code: NJ627
St Lawrence Parish Code: NJ670



p a r i s h  l i f e

We were thrilled to have The Liturgical Choir of Sacred Heart 
University visit Ss Peter and Paul this past weekend.  They graced 

us with their beautiful vocals. It was a beautiful performance!

In case you forgot what  the rectory used to look like . . . 

Sacred Heart Liturgical Choir

$10,000

$1,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$90,000

$100,000

$70,000

$80,000

Total $

# of Donors

As of 

$43,810

Oct 23

46

St Lawrence 
Roof Progress

We Still 
Need Your 
Help!

D A N I E L  K O P E C

A R C H I T E C T S  L L C







a n n o u n c e m e n t s

Congratulations
to

Father Remo DiSalvatore

Made for More St Paul 
Catholic Church presents Made 
for More on November 15th from 
7 -9:30 pm. Made for More  is an 
inspired blend of live music, art, and 
presentation that taps the deepest 
desires of the human heart revealing 
their ultimate purpose and goal. 

American Bible Society We have a 
wonderful opportunity for collaboration with the 
American Bible Society. Our Catechetical Office is the 
recipient of a grant to promote Bible literacy throughout 
the Archdiocese. In the plans are: an on-line survey for 
anyone in the Archdiocese on their use of Scripture; a 
Bible Conference in Spring, 2018; workshops for the 
Hispanic community; professional development for our 

A Concert in Honor of the Faithful 
Departed on Cemetery Sunday at the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. The concert takes 
place on Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 4:00pm. It will 
feature the musical works of Dvorák, Mozart, Duruflé, Elgar, 
Barber, and Flummerfelt. The Cathedral Choir, organist 

Join Christopher West and Mike Mangione as they offer a vision of the Gospel 
like you've never heard through the lens of Saint John Paul II's Theology of the 
Body.  Featuring Christopher West with Mike Mangione. Tickets are: $20 and can 
be purchased at the St Paul Parish Office  200 Wyckoff Ave, Ramsey or at www.
corproject.com  For more information: 201-327-0976 phoulis@stpaulrcchurch.org 

Ian Tomesch, and conductor John J Miller, Director of Music Ministries for the 
Archdiocese of Newark, will present the performance. A pre-concert lecture for 
the bereaved will be presented starting at 3:20pm on the topic “Using Music to 
Cope with Grief”. A free-will offering will be received. No advance tickets are 
needed. This concert is intended to be a source of comfort for those mourning 
the loss of a loved one.

teachers and catechists, and; the possibility of piloting a Vacation Bible School 
for Adults. As I have been listening to our people at the Deanery meetings, it is 
evident that there is a hunger for more faith formation, especially for adults. In 
this initiative, we have a great gift to offer our people. 

November 12 is the International Day of the Bible and November 12-18 is National 
Bible Week in the United States. The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has joined with the American Bible Society in encouraging all Christians 
to become truly people of the Word. 

Congratulations to our newly baptized!
May the grace and blessings that you receive on 

your Baptism guide you throughout your life. recently elected 
as the new 

Provincial of 
the Capuchin 

Franciscan Friars 
- Province of the 
Sacred Stigmata 

of St Francis! 

G r o w i n g  i n  C h r i s t




